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Clay County helps Habitat for Humanity achieve No. 8 on the ‘Builder 100’ list

Ranking marks the first time Habitat is in the top 10
Clay County Habitat for Humanity, Inc. (CCHH) helped Habitat for Humanity achieve the rank of No. 8 on the Builder 100 list, marking the first time the nonprofit has been among the top 10 biggest builders in the United States. The list also shows Habitat, with 5,294 closings last year, moved up three spots in 2009 from its 2008 ranking of No. 11.

CCHH has averaged 8 homes annually, in a combination of renovated and new construction. To date, 124 hard working Clay County families flourish with the stability of safe, decent, affordable housing.
“CCHH perseveres to continue our ministry even in these rough economic times – truly, we must because of the increase in families succumbing to this economic environment,” stated CCHH Executive Director Gamble Wright. “No one is immune to hardship, and we are here”.
In 2009, Habitat affiliates repaired 710 homes nationwide, up from 621 homes in 2008. Around the world, Habitat for Humanity helped 61,005 low-income families by building 23,657 new houses and rehabilitating or repairing 37,348 houses. 
Builder magazine’s annual Builder 100 List compiles data provided by the nation’s builders, including their closings. 
 “Habitat for Humanity affiliates have been working in more than 1,500 communities in the U.S. to ensure that more than 5,200 families had a new or renovated affordable home to live in last year,” said Mark Andrews, senior director of U.S. Operations for Habitat for Humanity International. “We could not have accomplished this work without the sustained support of local leaders, volunteers and donors.”
X X X
Clay County Habitat for Humanity, Inc. (CCHH) is the local affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International. CCHH is a not-for-profit ecumenical Christian organization, whose mission is to eliminate substandard housing in Clay County, Florida by building and renovating safe, decent and affordable housing in partnership with the community and God’s people in need. CCHH serves Orange Park, Middleburg, Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms and Keystone Heights.

Through volunteer labor and donations of money and materials, CCHH builds and rehabilitates simple, decent houses with the help of the homeowner (partner) families. Habitat houses are sold to partner families at no profit, financed with affordable, no-interest loans. The homeowners' monthly mortgage payments are used to build still more Habitat houses.

Habitat is not a giveaway program. In addition to a down payment and the monthly mortgage payments, homeowners invest hundreds of hours of their own labor -- sweat equity -- into building their Habitat house and the houses of others. Habitat houses are affordable for low-income families because there is no profit included in the sale price and no interest charged on the mortgage.

To date, 124 Clay County families have worked hard and partnered with CCHH to improve their families’ circumstances.
Building Houses in Partnership with God’s People in Need


[image: image1.jpg]Clay County

:fﬁ- Habitat

for Humanity®



