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College Students Break a Sweat on Spring Break
Collegiate Challenge is one of the country’s largest year-round alternative spring break programs for college students.  It is a program run through Habitat for Humanity International (HFHI), and affiliates of HFHI can choose to host participating colleges.

Clay County Habitat for Humanity (CCHH), the local affiliate of HFHI, is pleased to host Collegiate Challenge for spring break, the weeks beginning March 1st through March 21st – three consecutive weeks, one/two colleges per week, and typically 20 participants.  Building homes with us during March are: Point Park University, PA; Penn State, PA; and Lenior-Rhyne College, NC.
These are young adults who choose to spend their vacation demonstrating their commitment to social action.  What this means for CCHH, which serves Orange Park, Green Cove Springs, Middleburg, Penney Farms and Keystone Heights, is an infusion of energy that is felt throughout the organization, not just on our work sites!  Each group focuses on building homes during their week, but we are intentional at promoting fellowship, and so involve local churches, our Board of Directors and committee members, staff, and volunteer groups in hosting meals and creating recreational opportunities to celebrate these young adults, hear their stories, and educate them about our community.  Many local restaurants and organizations have graciously donated meals for our volunteers, a local church has included them in their Wednesday evening dinners, and Beta Club of Ridgeview High School is serving a dinner.
Construction activity will occur Monday-Fridays during the first three weeks of March.

X X X
Clay County Habitat for Humanity, Inc. (CCHH) is the local affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International. CCHH is a not-for-profit ecumenical Christian organization, whose mission is to eliminate substandard housing in Clay County, Florida by building and renovating safe, decent and affordable housing in partnership with the community and God’s people in need. CCHH serves Orange Park, Middleburg, Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms and Keystone Heights.

Through volunteer labor and donations of money and materials, CCHH builds and rehabilitates simple, decent houses with the help of the homeowner (partner) families. Habitat houses are sold to partner families at no profit, financed with affordable, no-interest loans. The homeowners' monthly mortgage payments are used to build still more Habitat houses.

Habitat is not a giveaway program. In addition to a down payment and the monthly mortgage payments, homeowners invest hundreds of hours of their own labor -- sweat equity -- into building their Habitat house and the houses of others. Habitat houses are affordable for low-income families because there is no profit included in the sale price and no interest charged on the mortgage.

To date, 116 Clay County families have worked hard and partnered with CCHH to improve their families’ circumstances.
www.claycountyhabitatforhumanity.org            www.habitat.org
Building Houses in Partnership with God’s People in Need
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